DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY AND GEOGRAPHY

EIU 4101:  Senior Seminar: Spaceship Earth

Dr. Jim A. Davis
Section 703: 
F     6:00 – 10:00


Office:
 Physical Science 3045


Sa   8:00 –  6:00


Phone:  581-5528
Office Hours: By appointment



email:   jadavis2@eiu.edu







Web:    ux1.eiu.edu/~jadavis2

Course Objectives:
This course is designed to examine the present state of the earth by analyzing the limits of earth and our potential for overcoming environmental issues from a geographic perspective.  During the course we will focus on four broad topics:  sustainable population growth, global energy supply and consumption, global warming, and water resources.  We will examine how the growth of the human population has impacted each of these topics and future steps that need to be taken to become a more sustainable society.  After completing the course it is hoped that students will have a greater appreciation for the role that natural resources and their uses play in contemporary global issues.

Required Textbooks:

There are no required textbooks for this course.  However, you will be assigned articles to read for each section of the course.  The articles will be posted on my website.
Course Requirements and Evaluation:

Examinations:

You will be given two exams worth 50 points each.  Both exams will consist of essay questions.  You will be given the essays at the conclusion of the first two Saturday meetings.   You will need to email me your answers no later than 5:00 PM the following Friday.

Term Paper:  

Each student will complete a 6-8 page paper that will be submitted for partial fulfillment of the Electronic Writing Portfolio (EWP) requirements.  The project will be worth 100 points.  Each paper will need an introduction, main paper, and conclusions section.  You are also required to have a bibliography with all sources cited in the paper.  
Reaction Paper:

Each student will choose one of the videos shown in class and write a reaction/critique paper of the video.  The paper will be due the final weekend of the course.  The reaction paper is worth 25 points.

Presentation:
Each student will give a 10 minute presentation on their paper.  This will satisfy the Senior Seminar Speech Assessment that is required by the university.  The presentation will be worth 25 points.

Attendance/Participation:
The final 50 points of your grade will be based on your attendance and participation in class.  
Summary of Points:


(2) Exams ……………………………........ 100 pts


Term Paper …… ………………………....  100 pts

Reaction Paper …………………………….  25 pts
         
Presentation ……………………………….   25 pts


Attendance/Participation ………………….   50 pts


Total ………………………………………  300 pts
Grading Scale:


A – 90% and Above


B – 80% - 89%


C – 70% - 79%


D – 60% - 69%


F – 59% and Below

Attendance Policy
Attendance will be taken daily throughout the semester.  Success in this class is heavily dependent on high attendance.  Excessive absences will negatively affect your exam scores and will be reflected in your attendance/participation points.
Make up Exam Policy:

Make up exams will only be given if prior notification is given for a legitimate excuse.  Acceptable excuses include university-sanctioned activities, SERIOUS personal illness, or family emergencies.  Written verification for your absence is mandatory.

Note:  This class is your appointment during the time it is scheduled.  DO NOT make other appointments to conflict with class.
Academic Integrity:

Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated in class.  If you are caught cheating on an exam or plagiarizing a project, you will receive an “F” for the final grade in the course.  Exams are the property of the instructor.  If exams are not returned, they will be considered stolen.  This also is considered a violation of academic integrity and grounds for failing the course.

Other Policies:

1. No cell phones, pagers, or other disruptive devices are allowed in class.

2. No talking to classmates.  Your are always welcome to ask questions if something is unclear, but visiting with your friends is to be done on your own time.

3. You should always treat your classmates and me with the respect that you would expect for yourself.

4. If you are disruptive to the class in anyway, you will be asked to leave and will need my permission to re-enter the class.  Everyone in class I entitled to an atmosphere conducive to learning.  I will NOT tolerate individuals who disrupt this learning environment.

Tentative Schedule:  Summer 2008
Weekend One:  June 6-7
· Introduction to the Course
· Thinking Sustainably

· Issues in Population

· Demographic Transition Model and Development

· Population Pyramids

· Population Growth Issues

· Family Planning – One Child Policy

· Migration Policies

· Urban Sprawl
Weekend Two:  June 20-21
· Urban Sprawl
· Energy Resources

· Future of Fossil Fuels

· Alternative Resources

· Nuclear Energy

· Water Resources

· Ogallala Aquifer – Buffalo Commons

· Dry land water issues 

· Development in the SW United States

· Three Gorges Dams

· Global Warming
Weekend Three:  July 11-12
· The Role of the United States in the global society
· Speeches 
· Term Papers are Due

· Last Day for Reaction Papers
