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Introduction 
Posters have gained popularity since the 1970s. 

• Why: 
 More posters can be seen than papers presented 
 Two-way interaction (exchange of ideas) 

 
Best medium to balance: 

• Visual, Oral, and Written elements of the research 

 
Space is limited, so only the BEST things can be 

stated or shown. 



The Assignment 
• Each of you will: 

• Select an issue that impacts the continent of Africa.  
The issue must be geographical (needs maps).   
 

• Conduct research and create a research poster. 
 

• Write a 2-3 page summary paper. 



Poster Tips 
• Keep it simple!!! 

 
• Less is often times more 

 
• Don’t have your text be too small 

 
• Choose appropriate color combinations. 



Text 
• Use short paragraphs 

 
• Use good visual imagery (pictures, maps, graphs, 

etc) 
 

• Select style, size, colors, and spacing that makes 
reading easy and pleasant. 
 
 



Progression 
• Should flow the way we read 

• Left to Right 
• Top to Bottom 

 
• Should follow basic flow of a paper 

• Introduction 
• Main Body of the Paper 
• Conclusions 



Title 



Title 



Style 
• Font Size 

• Title  (120) 
• Headings (60) 
• Subheadings (30) 
• Text (24) 

 
• Stick to basic fonts 

 
 



This is 28 point font 
on a 3x4 ft poster 



From Asia to Latin America:  The Globalization of America’s National 
Pastime 

Abstract 
Globalization is evident in almost every facet of our lives today.  The national 
pastime of America, baseball, has undergone extensive change as a result of 
globalization.  This poster examines the changes that have occurred in baseball in the 
last 50 years focusing on diffusion patterns beyond the borders of the United States.  
Data sources include historic major league baseball rosters and information from 
international baseball events such as the World Baseball Classic, the Olympics, and 
the Little League World Series.   The poster illustrates how the game of baseball has 
shifted from a game dominated by Americans to one with a greater connection to 
Latin America and East Asia. 

Introduction to Major League Baseball 
 

African-Americans were integrated into Major Baseball in 1947 when Jackie 
Robinson took the field for the Brooklyn Dodgers.  However, other ethnic minorities 
had already been playing in the Major Leagues since the early 1900s.   In 1902, Luis 
Castro became the first Latino Major League baseball player when he played for the 
Philadelphia Athletics.   Throughout the early 1900s, the number of Latino baseball 
players in the Major Leagues continued to increase with most of the players coming 
from the country of Cuba.   Following the integration of African-Americans into the 
professional game, the numbers of Latino and African-American players began to rise 
quickly and by the mid 1970s, the two groups accounted for approximately 1/3 of all 
Major League Players.  During 1980s and 1990s, the Latino influence in Major 
League Baseball continued to grow, however, the percentage of African-Americans 
began to decline.  By 2006, the number of African-Americans in Major League 
Baseball hit its lowest point since the late 1950s accounting for only 8% of all 
players.  Concurrently, the Latino numbers soared to as high as 21% in 2001 and a 
new region, Asia started to emerge on the baseball landscape in the United States.  
Today, over 20% of all Major League Baseball players were born in countries other 
than the United States.  Of those players, approximately 75% are from Latin America.  
An additional 11% are from Asia. 

The Latino Game 
Latin America is a divided region when it comes to sports.  South and Central America, with the exception of 
Venezuela is dominated by the game of soccer.  Baseball is more prevalent on the island nations of the Caribbean.  
As early as 1902, Latino baseball players from Cuba were making an imprint on Major League Baseball.  By the 
1960s, Latinos were becoming stars in the Major Leagues.  Roberto Clemente of the Pittsburgh Pirates was the first 
Latino to be inducted in the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1973.  Since then, eight other Latino baseball players have been 
inducted and many others have received some of baseball’s biggest honors.  In 2003, Latino players won nearly 
every major award including Most Valuable Player, Coach of the Year, and Rookie of the Year.  Today, the 
Dominican Republic produces the most Latino Major League Baseball players.  Over 1/3 of all Latino players are 
from the Dominican followed by Puerto Rico (21%), Venezuela (16%), and Cuba (12%).  These nations have also 
dominated Caribbean World Series and had the most Major League players on their rosters for the 2006 World 
Baseball Classic. 

The Rise of the Asian Game 
The first Asian born player in the Major Leagues 
was Masanori Murakami who played for the San 
Francisco Giants in the mid 1960s.  However, it 
wasn’t until the mid 1990s, when Hideo Nomo left 
the Japanese professional league for the Los 
Angeles Dodgers that the doors began to open for 
Asian born players in American baseball.  In the 
past decade, the number of Asian born players has 
continued to rise and many players such as Ichiro 
Suzuki of the Seattle Mariners and Daiske 
Matsuzaka of the Boston Red Sox have become 
stars in Major League Baseball.  The league is also 
trying to promote baseball in Asia by opening their 
season three times in the Japan.  The latest of these 
occurred last month when Matsuzaka and the Red 
Sox opened the 2008 season against the Oakland 
Athletics. 

Little League World Series 
 

The Little League World Series hosts teams from around the world that qualified by winning their regional 
tournaments.  Currently, international tournaments take place throughout the world including, Europe, East 
Asia, The Pacific, Canada, Latin America, and Mexico.  The regions of Latin America, Mexico, and East Asia 
have clearly dominated the international bracket of the World Series.  Mexico was the first non-United States 
winner of the World Series in 1957 and that success has been followed by other Latin American nations such 
as Venezuela, Puerto Rico, and the Netherlands Antilles.  The East Asia region has been dominated by Japan 
and Taiwan with both nations winning multiple championships. 

The Olympic Games 
 

Baseball became an official Olympic sport 
during the 1992 Barcelona summer games.  
Since then 16 nations have competed in 
Olympic baseball.  Half of those teams hail 
from Asia and Latin America.  Cuba has had 
the most success qualifying for every 
Olympic Games and winning two of the first 
four gold medals.  Japan has had the most 
success of the Asian nations:  they have 
qualified for every event and have won three 
total medals.  
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Medal Count

Gold Silver Bronze Total
Cuba 3 1 0 4
United States 1 0 1 2
Taiwan 0 1 0 1
Australia 0 1 0 1
South Korea 0 0 1 1
Japan 0 1 2 3

Olympic Appearances

Cuba 5 Canada 2
Japan 5 China 1
Italy 4 Dominican Republic 1
Netherlands 4 Greece 1
United States 4 Nicaragua 1
Australia 3 Puerto Rico 1
South Korea 3 South Africa 1
Taiwan 3 Spain 1

Participation in the Little League World Series
Latin America
Country Appearances Last App. Finals Championships Last
Mexico 21 2006 6 3 1997
Venezuela 14 2006 3 2 2000
Puerto Rico 7 1999 0 0
Netherlands Antilles 7 2006 3 1 2004
Nicaragua 5 2004 0 0
Panama 2 1970 0 0

Asia
Country Appearances Last App. Finals Championships Last
Taiwan 22 2004 18 16 1995
Japan 17 2006 8 6 2003
South Korea 2 1985 2 2 1985

Conclusions 
1. Data on player origin and the results of international events illustrate that baseball has diffused beyond the 

borders of the United States and become a international game. 

2. Major League Baseball has encouraged the development of the sport in other regions of the world by 
hosting spring training and regular seasons games in other countries.  Baseball teams have also began to 
scout for talent in these regions. 

3. Latin American nations, especially the Caribbean nations have had the most international influence on 
Major League Baseball to date. 

4. The infusion of Latino players in the 1980s and 1990s led to a decline in the percentage of African-
American Major League players. 

5. The influence of Asian born players began in the 1990s and continues to grow.  This growth may decrease 
the percentage of Latino players in the future. 

6. Latin American and Asian nations have enjoyed great success in international events such as the Olympics, 
The World Baseball Classic, and the Little League World Series 

7. Cuba has been very successful in international events, but their production of Major League players has 
been limited due to governmental restrictions. 
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What you will turn in!!! 
• One paragraph proposal for your project 

• What is your topic 
• Why is it important to you 
• How does it fit with the Geography of Africa 

 
• Your Finished Poster 

• Electronic and hard copy. 
 

• Three page summary of your findings 
• Must cite sources in the paper 
 

• Bibliography 
 

• Due Dates 
• Proposal – Friday, September 9th  
• Final Project – Monday, November 28th  



Presentation 
• Each student will give an 8-10 minute 

presentation using PowerPoint. 
 

• You may show your poster, but the presentation 
must contain more slides than just the poster. 
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