Human Impacts on the Environment (GEG/ESC 3200)
Fall 2010
Dr. Jim Davis

General Information




Course Information




Office:       Physical Science 3045


Class Meeting Times:


Phone:       581-5528





MWF: 10:00 – 10:50 AM 
Email:       jadavis2@eiu.edu



Office Hours: 
Website:    ux1.eiu.edu/~jadavis2



MW:
1:00 – 2:00 PM








  T: 
9:00 – 11:00 AM
Course Objectives:
The goal of this course is to provide a background to general environmental issues and to provide a background to the importance of protecting the global environment.  Topics including,   population pressure on the environment, the importance of sustaining biodiversity, pollution issues, and the current and future availability of natural resources will be presented.  It is expected that students will participate in debating the pros and cons of each of these issues.
Required Textbooks:

Chiras, Daniel D. (2010). Environmental Science, 8th edition.  Sudbury, MA: Jones and Bartlett Publishers.


Other Articles will be posted on my website periodically throughout the semester

Course Requirements and Evaluation:

Examinations:

You will be given four exams worth 100 points each during the semester.   The Exams will consist of Multiple Choice and Fill-in-the-Blank style questions.  All exams will contain questions from lectures, readings, and videos shown during the class.  The dates for the exams are given in the course schedule.  These dates are tentative, but every attempt will be given to keep this schedule.  

Term Project:
One term poster/paper project will be completed this semester.  The project will be worth 75 points.  For this project each person will be asked to prepare a professional poster and a short paper summarizing its contents.  More information will be given in class.
Question of the Day/Attendance:

Attendance is critical to your success in this class.  Attendance will be taken periodically throughout the semester with a question of the day.  25 of 28 questions given will be counted towards your grade.  Each question will be graded as a 0, 1, or 2.  




Absent = 0




Present/Wrong Answer = 1




Present/Correct Answer = 2
Summary of Points:


(4) Exams ……………………………..
400 pts

         
Term Project…………………………..
  75 pts

Question of the Day ………………….     50 pts

Total …………………………………..
 525 pts
Grading Scale:


A – 90% and Above


B – 80% - 89%


C – 70% - 79%


D – 60% - 69%


F – 59% and Below

Make up Exam Policy:

Make up exams will only be given if prior notification is given for a legitimate excuse.  Acceptable excuses include university-sanctioned activities, SERIOUS personal illness, or family emergencies.  Written verification for your absence is mandatory.

Note:  This class is your appointment during the 50 minutes it is scheduled.  DO NOT make other appointments to conflict with class.
Academic Integrity:

Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated in class.  If you are caught cheating on an exam or plagiarizing a project, you will receive an “F” for the final grade in the course.  Exams are the property of the instructor.  If exams are not returned to me, they will be considered stolen.  This also is considered a violation of academic integrity and grounds for failing the course.

Computer Policy:

If you bring a laptop computer, it may only be used for class related activities (i.e. taking notes).   If you are found using the computer for any non-class activities, you will lose your privilege to have a computer in class.  Also, no computers are to be used during videos.
Other Policies:

1. No cell phones, pagers, or other disruptive devices are allowed in class.

2. No talking to classmates.  Your are always welcome to ask questions if something is unclear, but visiting with your friends is to be done on your own time.

3. You should always treat your classmates and me with the respect that you would expect for yourself.

4. If you are disruptive to the class in anyway, you will be asked to leave and will need my permission to re-enter the class.  Everyone in class I entitled to an atmosphere conducive to learning.  I will NOT tolerate individuals who disrupt this learning environment.
Important University Dates
August 27
Deadline to Add Course


October 8
No Class – Fall Break

September 3
Deadline to drop w/ Refund/No Grade
October 13
Mid-Term

September 4
No Class – Labor Day


November 5
Deadline to Drop w/ a W Grade

September 20
Deadline to Drop w/ 50% Refund
November 22-26  No Class – Thanksgiving
Human Impact on the Environment

Fall 2010 Tentative Schedule

Date

Topic





         Chapter 

23-Aug

Introduction to Class Policies



-----

25-Aug

Introduction to Geography and the Environment

  1

27-Aug

Introduction to Geography and the Environment

  1

30-Aug

Planet Earth




  
-----
1-Sep

Planet Earth





-----

3-Sep

Planet Earth





-----

6-Sep

No Class- Labor Day




-----

8-Sep

Planet Earth





-----

10-Sep

Sustainable Development



2&3

13-Sep

Sustainable Development



2&3

15-Sep

Sustainable Development
 


2&3

17-Sep

Sustainable Development



2&3
20-Sep

Exam One





-----
22-Sep

Ecology and Biodiversity



5&11
24-Sep

Ecology and Biodiversity



5&11
27-Sep

Ecology and Biodiversity



5&11

29-Sep

Ecology and Biodiversity



5&11

1-Oct

Principles of Population




8&9

4-Oct

Principles of Population




8&9

6-Oct

Principles of Population




8&9

8-Oct

No Class – Fall Break




-----

11-Oct

Principles of Population




8&9

13-Oct

Principles of Population




8&9

15-Oct

Exam Two





-----

18-Oct

Sustainable Agriculture




 10
20-Oct

Sustainable Agriculture




 10
22-Oct

Sustainable Agriculture




 10
25-Oct

Sustainable Cities




 17
27-Oct

Sustainable Cities




 17
29-Oct

Sustainable Cities




 17
1-Nov

Water Resources




 13
3-Nov

Water Resources




 13
5-Nov

Water Resources




 13
8-Nov

Exam Three





-----
10-Nov

Energy Resources




 14
12-Nov

Energy Resources




 15
15-Nov

Energy Resources




 15
17-Nov

Energy Resources




 15
19-Nov

Air Pollution





 19
22-Nov

No Class – Thanksgiving 



-----

24-Nov

No Class – Thanksgiving



-----

26-Nov

No Class - Thanksgiving



-----

29-Nov

Air Pollution





 19
1-Dec

Air Pollution





 19
3-Dec

Ozone Layer





 20
6-Dec

Ozone Layer





 20
8-Dec

Global Warming




 20
10-Dec

Global Warming




 20
Tuesday, December 14th (10:15 AM) Final Exam


-----
