
His 4815, Spring 2012, Newton Key

Write an essay (7-9 pages [graduate 12 pages], typed, double-spaced, 12 pt font, 20%: due: 
Sunday, April 22 on WebCT) focusing on one theme and revising either Doyle’s A Star Called
Henry, OR Michael Collins, dir. Neil Jordan (1992/96) OR Wind that Shakes the Barley, dir.
Ken Loach (2006) based on use and analysis of primary sources (British Periodicals online, The
Times, New York Times, Dáil Debates online, etc.) and the arguments of a couple relevant
historians.  Suggest one or two scenes to drop and one (or two) scenes to put in.  The one
additional scene should be based on (d) and historians.  In your essay I want you 

(a) to pick one theme (and focus on one year between 1916 and 1923); 
(b) to suggest briefly what the movie director/novelist argues about that theme
and give examples to show that this is his argument (see the movies, on Reserve,
and Neil Jordan, Michael Collins: screenplay and film diary, New York, 1996, on
Reserve, PN1997.M43683 J67 1996);
(c) to show briefly the extent to which Senia Pašeta and Alan J. Ward agree or
disagree with this argument; and 
(d) to use at least five articles or leading articles/editorials from contemporary
newspapers to show the scenes you would like to add or modify to help prove or
modify the director’s argument (b) about the theme (a). 

(But don’t spend time writing a screenplay!)  In other words, you are the historical advisor to the
film and are suggesting adding a scene based on actual documents to reinforce one point that the
film makers are already arguing.

April 5. Paper 2 Pre-assignment due.  Find one
relevant leading article (editorial) from The Times,
1920-1923, read and cite it, and write a paragraph
noting how it relates to either A Star Called Henry,
OR Michael Collins, OR Wind that Shakes the Barley. 
Submit image of the original article (include the title),
the citation, and your paragraph.  (Obviously if you
find an editorial that is not relevant, you need to
continue your search.)

“The Vital Treaty,” The Times (May 25, 1922), 17.


